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Early Childhood
Context for Learning Information

Context for Learning Information Directions: Respond to the prompts below (no more than 3 single-spaced pages, including prompts) by typing your responses within the brackets following each prompt. Do not delete or alter the prompts; both the prompts and your responses are included in the total page count allowed. Refer to the evidence chart in the handbook to ensure that this document complies with all format specifications. Pages exceeding the maximum will not be scored.
About the School Where You Are Teaching

1.
In what type of school do you teach?

Preschool:  [  ] 

Elementary school:  [X]
Other (please describe):  [  ]
Urban:  [  ]
Suburban:  [  ]
Rural:  [X]
2.
List any special features of your school or classroom setting (e.g., charter, co-teaching, themed magnet, classroom aide, bilingual, team taught with a special education teacher) that will affect your teaching in this learning segment.
[None.]
3.
Describe any district, school, or cooperating teacher requirements, or expectations that might affect your planning or delivery of instruction, such as required curricula, pacing plan, use of specific instructional strategies, or standardized tests.

[MyMath is a new resource in the district. We are implementing this along with other resources to differentiate instruction (ie. Number Sense Routine by Jessica F. Shumway). The school is also on a school wide math curriculum calendar. ]
About the Class Featured in This Assessment

1.
How much time is devoted each day to language and literacy instruction in your classroom? 
[9:40 am until 12:20 pm. 9:40Read Aloud, 10:00 Word Work, 10:20 Reader’s Workshop and 11:30 Writer’s Workshop.

Twice a week in science, we do writing for twenty minutes. ]
2.
Is there any ability grouping or tracking in language and literacy? If so, please describe how it affects your class. 
[There are book baskets around the room based on each of the students reading levels. This ensures that our students are reading just right books and books that are at their instructional level.

The guided reading groups are for students that are below grade level.]
3.
Identify any textbook or instructional program you primarily use for language and literacy instruction. If a textbook, please provide the title, publisher, and date of publication. 
[Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing by Lucy Calkins with Colleagues from the Reading and Writing Project. Heinemann. 2013.  ]
4.
List other resources (e.g., electronic whiteboard, hands-on materials, online resources) you use for language and literacy instruction in this class. 
[Electronic projector ]
About the Children in the Class Featured in This Assessment

1.
Grade level(s):  [ 2nd Grade ]
2.
Age range:  [ 7-8 years old ]
3.
Number of

· children in the class  [ 16 ]
· males  [ 7 ]  females  [ 9 ]
4.
Complete the chart below to summarize required or needed supports, accommodations, or modifications for your children that will affect your instruction in this learning segment. As needed, consult with your cooperating teacher to complete the chart. The first two rows have been completed in italics as examples. Use as many rows as you need.

Consider the variety of learners in your class who may require different strategies/supports or accommodations/modifications to instruction or assessment (e.g., children with IEPs or 504 plans, English language learners, struggling readers, underperforming children or those with gaps in academic knowledge, and/or gifted children needing greater support or challenge).
	Learning Needs 
Category
	Number of Children
	Supports, Accommodations, Modifications, and/or Pertinent IEP Goals 

	Example: Visual processing 
	2
	Close monitoring, large print text, window card to isolate text

	Example: Struggling readers
	5
	Provide oral explanations for directions, guiding/scaffolding language, and literacy experiences (e.g., breaking down tasks)

	Behavior Concern
	2
	Repeat directions, minimal materials in front of them, close proximity to the teacher, can only be placed at a table with certain students. One of the children earns smiley faces for on task behavior in each core subject.(Parent communication). The other student has occasional support in the classroom from an aide or a special ed teacher. He is also pulled out to complete work in a quiet setting. 

	Struggling Learner
	1
	Repeat direction, close proximity to the teacher, one on one support throughout the lessons and during independent work time. 
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